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[Indian] licences are dwindling in number from year to year. In the
circumstances, if the Indians do not bestir themselves, they will be
unable to live on in peace. It will be useless merely to go on depending
on the Imperial Government without doing anything ourselves. The only
way of petitioning the Imperial Government is through satyagraha;
it can be followed up with actual petitions, etc. The time is approach-
ing when we shall find out whether or not Indians have the requisite
courage for this. We do hope that Indian businessmen will prepare
themselves to manifest this bravery.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-8-1908

261.  LETTER TO "INDIAN OPINION"!
THE EDITOR
INDIAN OPINION
SIR,
I have received inquiries from many quarters as to why I sent
Harilal, my son, to gaol.2   I give some reasons below:
1.     I have advised every Indian to take up  hawking.   I am afraid I
cannot join myself since I am enrolled as an attorney.   I therefore  ;i
thought it right to advise my son to make his rounds as a hawker. I   \
hesitate to ask others to do things which I cannot do myself.   I thi'nlc   ;
whatever my son does at my instance can be taken to have been done ;
by me.                                                                                                               !j
2.    It will be a part of HarilaFs education to go to gaol for the sake |
of the country.                                                                                                  \
3*   I have always been telling people that satyagraha is easy for those
who can understand it well.   When I go to defend those who have
been arrested, I do not, strictly speaking, defend them but only send
them to gaol.   If we have acquired real courage,  there should be  *\
no need for me to present myself in Court.   I thought it only proper
that I should make this experiment in the first instance with my son.
Accordingly, no arrangements were made for him at Volksrust, -and he
was left to fall back on his own strength.   Since there were others with
him in Johannesburg, I attended the Court, but asked for the maximum
penalty for him and for his associates.    It was their misfortune that
they did not get it                                                                             ;|
(
lfjhis was published in Indian Qpwm under the tide: "Why He Sent His,:
SOB to Gaol: Mr. Gandhi's Explanation".                                                              ;
* Fafe 'Trial of Harilal Gandhi and Qtheis", pp. 405-6.                              ;